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Here Rodin the Cobler, for his former evil, 
Js punish'd bad as Faustus, with his devils. 
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Witch of the — 


Cr. 


Robin 8 is of Abode, and bis a amor | 
ous transactions; he is married to a 
wench, with his pitiful. lamentations. 


TN the wields ef Kent, not far from 5 
1 Romsey Marsh, there dwelt an old 

merry conceited Gobler, commonly 

called Robin che devil, who afterwards 
was called the Witch of the Woodlanda. 
This Cobler always took special care 
to please his customers, but — 
larly he would be sure if any come 
Vench had oy thing to wh hewoul 
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be sure to go thr ough stiteh with her 
work first of all. 
He would be mery in all company, 
and ging in his shop like a nightingale. 
He woulg caper like a jack- pudding, 
and was not inferior to lusty Lawrence, 
- who got 18 girls with child in one . 

But as the Proverb says, The pit- 
cher which goes often to the well may 
come home broke at last; and, sweet 
meat will have sour sauce. So it fared 
with Robin the Cobler, for one of the 
wenches being suddenly brought to 


'' bed with a fine male child, the girl's 


mother served him with a warrant, and 
made him marry her daughter. Then 
was poor Robin in a peck of troubles, 

for though he was a stout follower of 
Mars, yet he was not made a Vulcan 
till that time; and now he must find 
milk, candles, soap, a nurse. &c. but 
as the Proverb says, That one ill chance 
generally follows another,so it was with 
Him, for twp other damsels that he had | 

Formerly made use of, began ro make 

ne of him, and brought him two chil- 


no * - 


dren to keep that were both born in one 


day; which when he beheld, he went 
into a e y, that they who saw him 


Sail, he seemed exceeding pitiful on 
the 162 8 and they thought he would 
never be good any more. 


Then he began with doleful words 
and wringing hands, to bewail his 
tormer tollies saying. I-wish that my 
father had never begot me, then I 
should not have got so many girls wich 
child; or else J wish some howest sow- 


; pelder had done his office, then I had 


e-caped the misery ? am now gerte 


to endure | 
While he * a8 making this Mme 


tion, a friere of b s whispered him in 


the ear, and bid him go, sa) ing, One 
light pair of heels is werth two "pair ot. 


hands. He took council, aud went otf, 


8 you may see in the next chapter. 
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Robin runs away, and the entertain- 
ment he found on the road. 


OBIN ad Cobler tiki this ad 
AA. vice, made no more ado, but took 
to his heels to be gene, resolving to.go 
to London, and there work till such 


ttime as his children were men, and 


able to work for themselves. But as he 
travelled through the wields of Keut, 
he lost his way in the woodlands; and 
night being at hand, and finding none 
to guide him, he wandered up and 
| down-till ten o'clock, in a cold, dark, 
frosty night; but, at last, he heard a 
cock crow, and being somewhat com- 
forted at this, he approached the house, 
and rapping at the door, there came 
out a very old woman, with a dish-clout 
about her nead, and a staff in her hand, 
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traveller who have lost my way, and 
would be willing to give sixpence for 


a night's lodging. — Marry, quoth she, 


all the beds in my house are not worth 


sixpence, for 1 have no more than I 
lie on myself; but if you like you may 
lie with me. Robin beholding and 


viewing her body ail over, that she 


Was long-nosed, blear-eyed, orook- 
necked, wry-mouthed, and cr upped- 


shouldered, 21:0 beetle-browed, thin- 
bellied, bow-legged, and splay-fuoted, 


he then began to frame an excuse, 


saying. Good mother, I beg you * 


consider I am a batchelor, all never 


went to bed to a woman in my lite. 


Wilt thou swear this to be true, says 


the old woman.—Yes, I will, said he. 
— Whereupon, he heard à voice, as 


from the top of the chimney, crying 
three several times, Robin the C obler 
Is mine, 1 85 


into such such a trembling condition, 


When he hear Miles words, he ſell 


: demanding of Robin what he wanted? 
O dear mother, said he, I am a poor 
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his hands shock, his pulse bea 

heart went pit-a-pit, his head 0 
his nose dropped, and his belly grum- 
bled, and also certain parcels of melt- 
ing tears dropped from his breeches, 
and then falling on his kness to the old 
woman, he desired her to let him have 


as Jodglng how she would, or where she 
could. Then the old woman took him 


iz, 404 with a remnant of water which 


she kept in a chamber: pot, for that 
purpose, she washed him from the 
crown of his head to the sole of his foot, 
- and made him as white as if he had 
been washed in puppy-dog water, and 
so they went lovingly to bed 9%. 4 code 
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Robin wakes on the Morning. and 


misses his bed - fellow, who 800N 
returns with some Witches. 
The manner of his pun- 

ichment and other | 

Particulars. : - ©} 1" 


< 


AFTER Robin the Cobler had ta- f 
ken his first repose he waked, and 


8 himself, felt for his bed-fellow, 
but she was gone, and being alone, he | 
| began to ponder on bis last night's odd 


Passages, and how to make his escape 


* the old hag) 8 return. 1 


10 \ 
: 


a hen third a cat and the other a- 


one hole in the coverlid, which he 
peeped through. but durst not stir: The 


and took out her tabor and pipe, a 


himself. But as soon as the music 
ceͤased, the bear began to roar, and the 
Wolf to owl for food. Then the old 


Lest breakfast for your familiars- that 
. have nad these 3 * _ 
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But as he was ruminating, im came 
the old woman; with three of her dis- 


eiples, having each of them a torch in 


her hand, crying. out all at once, We 
will be revenged on Robin the Cobler 


for his whoring tricks. These witches 


could transform themselves into any: 
shape at pleasure. The old woman 
brought: a bear at her heels; another: 


large knife. Poor Robin, aithqugh the 
bed thes were but thin, he was hot 
enoupr, for being in a stinking fear, he 
covered himselt over hand and all, save 


-” 


old witch put her hand under the Pre 


played a tune that lasted till e 
day. Meanwhile Robin lay and be-pigt = 


witch said, 1 have ih the house the bra- 
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nde vou "oY bebold chat 4 ent 
prize I have got by A 

There Was a very merry ar 
cobler, near Romney, who used to 
swagger, swear, atid domineer, and strut 
he did not care a pin for all the witebhes 
ali ve, for if he said his prayers in the 
morning they had no power over him. 
But though he served God in the 
morning. lie served the Devilat night, 
and would seduce the girls by his dis- 
sembling ton ue and fors wearing him- 
self, by which means he got 3 maids 
with child! in a night, making them to 
believe he would marry them on the 
morrow, but at last old Mother Webb 
forced him to marry her daughter. and 
the other girls . him the chil- 
dren to keep. 

Now as he got them all with 2 
in one night, so they brought him thre 
children in one day. These things he . 
magined we. did not know, but my 
mps told me. i 
But the archest piece of roguery he 

ever did was to a Widow. in the Isle of 


— 


8 No 1 
Thanet, for he promised ber marriage, 
and made her Nell a little estate of 
42g. and said, if she would lend him 
the money to buy leather, he would 
warry her upon the Monday following, 


And wiahed if be was not 30 good as 
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bi 

h | 8 255 
1 . a oy 123. . , k 
if this word, might be torn to pieces 
1 by wolves and bears, but yet. be did not 
dome hack to the widow again. And 
= last of all he is run away from his wife 
de. chi þ and now ies üader the 
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To be. brief, they grew more outra- 
geous; took off the bed- clothes, and 
made him stand up as naked as he was 
born. The wolf bit him by the throat, 
the bear by the bum, and the cat by 
the members. Now, said the old witch, 
we have marked you for our own,— 
N Th TEE Es LT, „„ 
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shape of a fox, and be chaged from 
Dee e, Ne v4 


ii RES, 

| morning. to vight ; on the ect. he 
bi was to be a riding. nag; to carry them 
any where; the thiid he was to be an 
ul, and fly about all the day long. * 

1 80 having agreed; as soo 46" 1 
1 light appeared they turned dut Robin” I 
dhe Cobler in the shape of a Fox; and 
= having transformed themselves into 

ijk " 8hope of dogs, followed. dose te his 

j " Heels, and so eyery time they overtook 

{ % him, they bit him by the buttocks, and 

5 t him devilishly, so 

3 " merey im their teetn. 

' __ -The next day he was transfi 

il into the shape of a horse, and then the 

1 _ witches got upon his back, all ſour at 


bonce, .apd rode him over hills and: 
1 mountains, through rivers and pontls, . 
and what was worse than all, they rode 


4 


Fim throvgh such a number of: bushes- 
and briars, that they tore the skin off, 
insomuch that: | his whoring blood ran: 
tom him in great quantities. 

R "The. thirg day they made bim an 
ul. who- flying op an nd down from tree 
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to tree at noon day; cryit ng, whoo, | 
whoo. alt the birds came most 
strangely in flocks'to'see an owl flying: : 
shout at noon day. Wher eupon'to fa 
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the old proverb, ey all felt 
S like pies upon an owl; and to be brief. 
; they plucred; his jieathers; broxe one of © 
his wings, and pecked out his eyes. — 


5 


This Jone, the old witch, conculting 


i ſi the rest of the witches, said, 
Robin the Cobler had done penance - 
enough in any one's conscience, for 
all his wenching tricks, and therefore 
. thoughr proper to turn him next into a 
bull. 5 

At last they n all their en- 
| clantronts; and spells, and then Robin 
the Cobler soon became a man again. 
But before they would give him leave 
to depart, they made him kneel down 
and kiss every one of their fleshy parts, 
1 18 then 1 content * let him 80. ; 
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Robing goes to London, with his bitter 


Lamentation on the road, | 


8 
as ; 
4 


his senses were restored, but he looked 


like one of Pharaoh's lean kine—his 
visage was ghastly, and his nose picked, : 


like that of an old scolding - ale. wife; 
nor had he any habit worth picking off 
ofa dunghill, only an old lousy shirt. 


and a pair of slip shoes, which one of 


the old witches had given him out of 
mere. kindness ; - but he knew himgelt 


2 
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ow 3 Robin the Cobler Was 
delivered from the enchantments, 


td be in à far better taking than he 3 


| Fa before, when he Fan ladan _ 
e devils at once. 


25 
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Then began Robin ta ruminate, and 
think with himself, What course he had 
best to take, and he resolved once 
more to bend his j journey towards the 


famous city of London, and try if for. 


tune afforded him any better luck than 
he had before ; but still he vowed to 
keep upon the road, and never pre- 
sume to gu through the Woodlands 


any more, for fear that any of the 
witches should meet him again. 


O unfortunate Cobler, that I am, 


8 said Robin, I am in a worse condition 


than I was before; for when I was a 
Hbrse the witches rode me, and put 


me to much paſn, nevertheless they 


gave me something to feed on at ni ght, 


tough it was but bran and water. 


When I was a fox, though the witches 
in the shape of dogs ran after me, and 


dit me sorely by the buttocks, yet I had 


something to eat, but now I am hunger 


bitten, Which is ten times worse. 
Wen Ivas an owl I was most shame- 
fully used, but now 1 am a wondering 
| 5 unte alt the folks that see me, 


Insemuch, that neither man nor wo- 
man will look at me because of the 
poverty of my flesh, and the disguise 
of my wretched habit. O what a sad 
deplorable creature am II O that 
poor. Robin the Cobler like Diogenes' 
mare, could feed upon brambles and 
course px ge 7 or, Aale the peeing, | 
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Robin meets an old Blind Beggar. 


NIP[—ow. whilst he was thus 'complain- 
ing, comes by a blind beggar 
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man. having a very large wallet, fol 
| of fragments of meat, with good bread 
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and cheese, that had been given him 
among his generous benefactors; upon 
which, as soon as the other had fixed 


his eyes on the old man's wallet, he was 
extremely glad, and his heart jumped 
for joy, as hoping he should now fill - 
his belly once again; and so taking 


courage, he addressed the old man, 


being well assured he couid not see 


him. — Well overtaken father, how far 
walk ye this way ?—Marry, quoth the 


beggar, but to the next village, and 
through the want of a guide I am afraid 
I shall come very late to my home.— 

Why, says the Cobler, I will lead you 
myself, ſor I love old men 8 all . 


heart. 
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Robin lives with the Beggar, w who ; 
dies and leaves him all 5 


N his eee e 
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8 Robin was Joddion. the blind 
man, the old gentleman found | 
him extremely. diligent, and double 
eircumspect, andthereupon desired to 
know he might be that would under- 
value himself so much as te take the 


pains to lead him Then said Robin, 


I am a gentleman born, and that you 


would say, God help you, if you could 
see me; but at "prevent it has 80 hap- 
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pened. that- I ne not one Sidi to 
help myself, because I have been a 
vali:nt- cavalier for the king, and b 

the sad misfortunes of the late civil 
wars, am now utterly undone for ever. 
uniess some sudden help speedily . 
comes by Divine Providence. I have 
kept fast upward of two days and two. 

nights, and not so much as one poor 
morsel of bread has come within my 
hungry body. — Klas! good sir, said 

the beggar, I lament your case very 
much, and if you will be pleased to 
accept of such homely cheer as I have, 
you are heartily welcome to it; and 
the next alehouee we come to 1 will 
give you some liquor of the best to 


drive it don; whereupon: the wallet 5 
was laid upon the ground, and the 


victuals spread out on a green bank. 
I dare sa there was no occasion to 
force Robin to eat, but when he had 
Glled his belly, away they both went to 
the place appointed and there they lay b 
lovingly that b together. b : 


2% 24 
WE 7 Tue next day the beggar took him 
: . _ . to. his own house where was plenty of 
WEE very good clothes, both woollen .and 
by = linen „with which the beggar suited 
3 9 in. He then shewed him an old 
gest, in which there were £250. all 
min ready money. All this, said the 
. beggar, shall be your” s, when I die, if 
po will but stay with me all my life- 
„„ Like. Whereupon Robin replied, with 
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E | deny gon WHE if, ont non 
„ - to make an, end of this history. - 
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